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A True and Perſe: 
A GC C Oo U N T 


The Reamloation, . Con fellion, Wi. 
of Yohn Perry, and his Mother 
and Brother, for | the ſuppoſed 
Murder of . Harry, Gent: 


PON. Thurſta the (6c Tho 

_ Auguſt, 1660, William Harrifo, 
Steward to the Lady Vicoupteh 
 Compden, at Campden in Glu: 


cefterſhire, being about ſeventy Years of Age; 


| walked from Campden aforeſaid to Charring- 


worth, about two Miles from thence, to 
receive his Lady's Rent ; and, not returning 
ſo early as formerly, his Wife, Mrs. Heor= 


71ſon, between eight and nine o'Clock that 


Evening, ſent her Servant,  Fobn Perry, to 


meet his Maſter on the Way from Charring- 


A 2 or th 2 
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worth : But, neither Mr. Harriſon, nor his 
Servant;”Fobn Perry, returning- that Night, 
the next = early Edward Harriſon 
(Wilkam's Son) went towards Charring- 
worth, to enquire after his Father ; when 
on the Way, mecting Perry coming thence, 
and" being informed ' by him he” was not 
there, they went together 'to Ebrington, a 
_ Village between Charringworth and Campden, 
where they were told, by one Danel, that 
Mr: Harriſon called at his Houſe the Even- 
Ing before, in his' Return from Chorring- 
worth, but ſtayed tot *” Then they went to 
Paxford, about Half a Mile thertice, where 
hearing nothing . of Mr. Harriſon, they re- 
turned towards Campden ; and, on the Way, 
hearing of a Hat, a Band, and Comb, 
taken up in the Highway (between Ebring- 
ton. and; Campden) by a poor Woryan, ten 
leafing in. the Field, they fought her gut, 
with whom they found the Hat, Band, and 
Comb, which they knew to be Mr. Har- 
riſen's; and, being brought by the Womat 
to the Place where ſhe found the ſame (in 
the Highway, between Ebrington and Camp- 
den; near unto a great Furz-brake) they 
there: ſearched for Mr. Herrin, ſuppoſing 
he had been murdered, the Hat and Comb 
being hacked and cut, and the Band bloody; 
but nothing more could” be there found. 
The 
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The News hereof, coming to Campden; {6 
alarmed the Town, thar Men, Women; 
and Children haſted thence in Multitudes to 
ſearch for Mr. Harriſon's ' ſuppoſed dead 
Body, but'all in vain. 

Mrs. Harriſon's Fears for her Huſband; 
being great, were now much increaſed ; and 
having ſent her Servant Perry (che Evening 
before) to meet his Maſter, and he not re- 
turning that Night, it cauſed a Suſpicion that 
he had robbed and' murdered him ; and 
thereupon' the ſaid Perry was, the next Day, 
brought before a Juſtice of Peace ; by whom 
being examined concerning his Maſter's Abs 
ſence, and his own ſtaying out the Night 
he went to meet him, he gave this Account 
of himſelf : That, his Miſtreſs ſending him 
'to meet his Maſter, between eight and nine 
o'Clock in the Evening, he went down 
Campden-Field, towards Charringworth, about 
a Land's Length, where meeting one Wl. 
liam Reed of Campden, he acquainted him 
with: his Ercand ; and further told him, that, 
it growing dark, he was afraid to go for- 
wards, and would therefore return and fetch 
his young Maſter's Horſe, and return with 
him; he did, to: Mr. Harriſon's Court- 
Gate, where they parted, and he ſtaid till : 
One Pzerce coming by, he went again, with 


him, - about a Bow's-Shot into the Fields, 
and 


( 6 } 
and returned with him likewiſe to his 
Maſter's Gate, where they alſo parted : And 
then, he the: ſaid John Perry faith, he went * 
into his Maſter's Hen-Rooſt, where he lay 
about an Hour, but flept not; and, when 
the Clock ſirack twelve, roſe, and went to- 
wards Charringworth, *till (a great Miſt 
ariſing) he loſt his Way, and ſo lay the reſt 
of the Night under a Hedge; and at Day- 
break, on Friday Morning, went to Char- 
ringworth, where he enquired for his Maſter 
of one Edward Plaifferer, who told him 
he had been with him the Afternoon before; 
and received twenty-three Pounds, of him, 
but ſaid not long with him : He'then went 


. to Wilkam Curtis, of the fame Town, who 


likewiſe told him, he heard his Maſter was 
at his Houſe the Day before, but, being not 
at Home, did not ſee him : After which, 
he faith, he returned homewards, (it being 
about five o'Clock in the Morning) when, 
on the Way, he met his Maſter's Son, with 


whom he went to Ebrington, Paxford, &c. 


as hath been, related. 

Reed, Pierce, Plaiſterer, and Curtis, being 
examined, affirmed what Perry had ſaid CON= 
cerning them to be true. 

Perry being then aſked, by the Juſtice of 
the Peace, How he, who was afraid to go 


to Charringworth at nine o'Clock, became 
; io 
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fobold as to go thither at twelve ? anſwer- 
ed, That at nine o'Clock it was dark, but 
at twelve the Moon ſhone, 

Being further aſked, Why, returning twice 
home, after his Miſtreſs had ſent him to 
meet his Maſter, and ſtaying till twelve 
o'Clock, he went not into the Houſe, ta 
know whether his Maſter were come home, 
before he went a third Time, at that Time of 
Night, to look after him ? anſwered, That 
he knew his Maſter was not come home, 
becauſe he ſaw Light in his Chamber-win- 
dow, which never uſed to be there ſo late 
when he was at home. 

Yet, notwithftanding this that Perry had 
faid for his ſtaying forth that Night, 1t was 
' not thought fit to diſcharge him till further 
Enquiry were. made after Mr. Harriſon ; 
and accordingly he continued in Cuſtody at 
Campden, ſometimes in-an Inn there, and 
ſometimes in the common Priſon, from 
Saturday Auguſt the 18th, to the Friday 
following ; during which Time he - was 
again examined at Campden by the afore- 
faid Juſtice of the Peace, but confeſſed no- 
thing more than before ; nor at that Time 
could any further Diſcovery be made what 
was become of Mr, Harriſon : But it hath 
been faid, that, during his Reſtraint at 
Campden, he told ſome (who preft him to 

confeſs 
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confeſs what he knew concerning his Maſter} 
that a Tinker had killed him; and to others 
he faid, a Gentleman's ' Servant of the 
Neighbourhood had robbed and murdered 
him ; and others again he told, that he 
was murdered, and hid in a Bean-rick 1 in 
Campaen, where Search was (in vain) made 
for him. At length he gave out, that, were 
he again carried: before the Juſtice, he would 
_—_ that to him, he would diſcover to 
o-body elſe: And thereupon he was 
(Friday Auguſt the ' 24th) again brought 
before the Juſtice of Peace, who firſt exa- 
mined him, and aſking him whether he 
would yet confeſs what was become of his 
Maſter, he anſwered, he was murdered, 
but not by him. The Juſtice of Peace then 
telling him, that, if he knew him to be 
muidered, he knew likewiſe by whom 

he was; ſo he acknowledged he did ; 
and being urged to confeſs what he knew 
concerning it, affirmed that it was his Mo- 
ther and his Brother that had mprdered -his 
Maſter. The Juſtice of Peace then adviſed 
him to conſider what he faid, telling him, 
that he feared he might be guilty of his 
Maſter's Death, and that he ſhould not 
draw more innocent Blood upon his Head ; 
for what he now charged his Mother and 
Brother with, might « coſt them thcir Lives ; 
| but 
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but, he affirming he ſpoke nothing but the 
Truth, and that, if he were immediately to 
die, he would juſtify it, the Juſtice de- 
fired him to declare how and when they 
did it. 

He then told him, that his Mother and 
his Brother had lain ' at him, ever ſince he 
came into his Maſter's Service, to * help 
them to Money, telling. him how poor they 
were, and it was in his Power to reheve 
them, by giving them Notice when his 
Maſter went to receive his Lady's Rents, 
for they would then way-lay and rob thim : 
Andfurtherfaid, that upon the Thur/dayMorn- 
ing his Maſter went to Charringworth, going 
cf an Errand into the Town, he met his Bro- 
ther in the Street, whom he then told whi- 
ther his Maſter was going, and if he way- 
laid bim, he might have his Money : "And 
further ſaid, that in the Evening his Miſtreſs 
ſent him to meet his Maſter, he met his 
Brother in the -Street, before his Maſter's 
Gate, going (as he ſaid) to meet his Maſter, 
and ſo they went together to the Church- 
yard, about a Stone's Throw from Mr.” Har- 
r1ſon's Gate, where they: parted, he going 
the Foot-way, croſs the Church-yard, and 
his Brother keeping the great Road, round: 
the Church ; but in .the Highway, ;beyond 


the Church, met again, and ſo went toge- 
ther, 
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( 10 ] 
ther, the Way leading to Charringworth, till 
they came to a Gate about a Bow's Shoot 
from Campden Church, that goes into a 
Ground of the Lady Campden's, called the 
Conygree (which, to thoſe who Itve a Key 
to go-through the Garden, is the next Way 
| from that Place to Mr. Harriſon's Houſe) ; 
when they came near unto that Gate, he, 
the faid John Perry, faith he told his Bro- 
ther, he did believe his Maſter was juſt 
gone into the Conygree, (for it was then ſo 
dark they could not diſcern any Man fo as to 
know. him) but perceiving one to go into 
that Ground, and knowing there was no 
Way (but for thoſe who had a Key) through 
the Gardens, concluded it was his Maſter 3* 
and ſo told his Brother, if he followed him he 
might have his Money, and he, in the mean 
Time, would walk a Turn in the Fields, 
which accordingly he did; and then follow- 
ing his Brother, about the middle of the Cony- 
gree found his Maſter on the Ground, his 
Brother upon him, /and his Mother ſtanding 
by; and being aſked, whether his Maſter 
were then dead ? anſwered No; for that, after 
he came to them, his Maſter .cried, Ah 
Rogues, will you kill me? At which, he told 
his Brother, he hoped he would not kill his 
Maſter; who replied, Peace, Peace, you 
gre Fool, and fo ſtrangled him ; which have- 


ing 


WM. 
ing done, he took a Bag of Money out of 
his Pocket, and threw it into his Mother's 
Lap; and then he and his Brother carried 
his Maſter's dead Body into the Garden ad- 
Joining to the Conygree, where they conſult- 
ed what to do, with it ; and at length agreed 
to throw it into the great Sink, by Wallng- 
7on's Mill, behind the Garden ; but faid, his 
Mother and Brother bad him go up to the 
Court (next the Houſe). to hearken whe- 
ther any one were ſtirring, and they, would 
throw the Body into the Sink : And being 
aſked, whether it were - there ? he ſaid, 
he knew . not, for that he left it in the 
Garden ; but his Mother and Brother faid. 
they would throw it there ; and if it were not 
there, he knew not were it was, for that he 
returned no more to them, but went into 
_ the Court-gate, which goes into the. Town, 
where he met with John Pierce, with whom 
he went.into the Field, and again, returned 
with him to his Maſter's Gate; after which, . 
he went into the Hen-rooſt, where he lay. 
till twelve .o'Clock that Night, but flept 
not ; and having (when he came from his. 
Mother and Brother) brought with him his. 
Maſter's Hat, Band, and Comb, which he 
laid in the Hen-rooſt ; he carried the ſaid 
Hat, Band, and Comb, and threw them 


(after he had given them three or four Cuts 
B 2 with 
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with his Knife) in the Highway, where they 
were:after found: And being aſked, what 
he intended by ſo doing? faid, he did it. 
that it -might be believed his Maſter had 
been there robbed'and:murdered ; and have- 
ing thus diſpoſed of his Hat, Band, and 
Comb, he. went towards Charringworth, 

&c. as hath been related. 

Upon'this Confeſſion and Accufation, the 
Juſtice of Peace gave Order for 'the ap 
hending. of ' Foar and "Richard Perry, the 
Mother and Brother of John Perry, and for 
ſearching the Sink where: Mr. Harriſon's 
Body was faid to be thrown ; which was ac- 
cordingly done, but nothing of him” could 
be there found : The Fiſh-pools likewife (in 

den) were drawn and ſearched,” but no- 
thing could be there found neither : So that 
ſome were of Opinion, the Body might be hid 
in the Ruins of Campden-houſe, burnt in the 
late Wars, and not unfit for ſuch a Conceal- 
ment ; where was likewiſe Search made, but 
all in vain. 

Saturday Auguſt the 2 5th, Joan and Ri- 
chard Perry, together with Yobn Perry, 
were brought before the Juſtice of Peace, 
who acquainting the faid Foan and Richard 
with what John had laid to their Charge, 
they denied all, with many Imprecations on 
themſelves, if they were in the leaſt guilty of 

any 
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any Thing: of which they were accuſed : But 
Fohn on. the other Side affirmed (to their 
Faces) that he had ſpoken nothing but the 
Truth, and that they had murdered his 
Maſter ; further telling them, that he could 
never be quiet for them, ſince he came into 
into his'Maſter's Service, being continually 
followed by them, to help them-to Money, 
which they told him. he might do, by give- 
ing them: "Notice when his Maſter went to 
receive his Lady's Rents; and that he 
meeting his Brother Richard in Campden 
Town, the . Thurſday Morning his Maſter 
went to. Charringworth, told him whither 
he was going, and upon. what Errand. Rz- 
chard confeſled he met his Brother that 
Morning, and ſpoke with him, but nothing 
paſſed between them. tq that Purpoſe ; a 
both he and his Mother told John, he was 
a. Villain to accuſe them wrongfully, as he 
bad done: But Jobn on the other Side at- 
firmed, that he had ſpoken nothing but the 
Truth, and would juſtify it to his Death. 

One remarkable Circumſtance happened in 
theſe Priſoners Return from the Juſtice of 
the Peace's Houſe to Campden, viz. Richard 
Perry (following a good Diſtance behind - 
his Brother John) pulling a Clout out of his 
Pocket, dropped a Ball of Inkle, which one 
of his Guard taking up, he deſired him to 


' reſtore 
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reſtore it, ſaying it was only his Wife's Hair- 
lace but the Party opening of it, and find- 
ing a Slip-knot at the End, went and ſhew- 
ed it unto Joby, who was then a good . Di- 
. ſtance before, and fo knew nothing of the 
dropping and.taking up of this Inkle.; but 
being ſhewed it,. and aſked whether he 
knew. it, ſhook his Head and faid, Yea, to 
his Sorrow ; for that was the String his Bro» 
ther ſtrangled his Maſter with. - This was 
{worn upon the Evidence at their Trial. 

The Morrow being the Lord's Day, they 
remained at Campden, where the Miniſter of 
the Place deſigning to ſpeak to them (if poſ- 
fible to perſuade them to Repentance, and: a 
farther Confeſſion) ' they were brought to 
Church; and in their Way thither, - paſſing 
by. Richard's Houfe, two of his Children 
meeting him, he took the lefſer in his Arm, 
leading the other m his Hand, when on a 
ſudden both their Noſes fell a bleeding, - 
which was looked upon as ominous, 

Here it will be no impertinent Digrefſion 
to tell, how the Year before Mr. Harriſon 
had his Houſe broke open between Eleven 
and Twelve o'Clock at Noon, upon Ca 
den Market-day, whilſt himſelf and his 
whole Family were at the Lecure; a Lad- 
der being ſet up to. a Window of the e- 
cond A and an Iron Bar wrenched thence 

| with 
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with. a Plough-ſhare, which was left 'in 
the Room, and ſevenſicore Pounds in Money 
carried away, the Authors of which Rob- 
bery could never be found. 

After this, and not many . Weeks before 
Mr, Harriſon's Abſence, his Servant Perry, 
one Evening, in Campden Garden, made an 
hideous .Out-cry, whereat ſome who heard 
it coming in, met him- running, and ſeem- 
ingly frighted, with a Sheep-pick in his 
Hand, to whom. he told a formal: Story, 
. how he had been ſet upon by two Men in 
White, with naked Swords, and how he 
defended himſelf with his Sheep-pick, the 
Handle whereof was cut in two or three 
Places; and likewiſe a Key in his Pocket, 
which he faid was done with one of their 
Swords.” 

Theſe Paſſages the Juſtice of Peace having 
before heard, and calling to Mind, upon 
Perry's Confeſſion, aſked him firſt con- 
cerning the Robbery, when his Maſter loft 
ſevenſcore Pounds out of his Houſe, at 
Noon-day, Whether he knew who did it? 
Who. anſwered, Yes, it was his Brother: 
And being further aſked, Whether he were 
then with him? he anſwered, No, he was 
then at Church ; but that he gave him 
Notice of. the Money, and told him in 

which 
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which Room it was, and where he might 


have a Ladder that would reach the 


Window ; and that his. Brother afterwards 


told him he had the Money, and had 
buried it in his Garden; 'and that they 


were at Michaelmas next to have divided it. 


Whereupon Search was made in the Garden, 
but no Money could be there found. 

And being further aſked concerning that 
other Paſſage, of his being aſſaulted in the 
Garden, he confeſſed it was all a Fiftion ; 
and that, having a Deſign to rob his Maſter, 
he did it, that Rogues (being believed to 
haunt the Place, when his Maſter was 
robbed) might be thought to have done it. 

. At the next Afizes, which were held 
in September following, Fohn, Foan, and 
Richard Perry, had -two Indiftments found 
againſt them ; one for breaking into Willians 
Harriſon's Houſe, and robbing him of '140/7. 
in the Year '1659; the other for robbing 
and murdering the faid }/i/liam Harriſon, the 
16th of Auguſt, 1660. Upon the laſt In- 
dictment, the then Judge of Afizes, Sir 
Chriftopher Turner, would not try them, 
becauſe the Body was not found ; but they 
were then tried upon the other Indictment 
for Robbery, to which they pleaded Not 
Guilty ; but, ſome whiſpering behind them, 

they 


HE 
they ſoon after pleaded Guilty, humbly 
begging the Benefit of his Majeſty's gracious 
Pardon and Ac of Oblivion, which was 
granted them. | | 

But, tho' they pleaded Guilty to this In- 
dictment, being thereunto prompted (as 1s 
probable) by ſome who were unwilling to 
loſe Time, -and trouble the Court with their 
Trial, in regard the AR of Oblivion par- 
doned them ; yet they all, afterwards, and 
at their Deaths, denied that they were guilty 
of that Robbery, or that they knew who 
did it. 

Yet at this Afſize, as ſeveral credible 
Perſons have affirmed, John Perry {till per- 
ſiſted in his Story, That his Mother and 
Brother had murdered his Maſter ; and 
further. added, That they had attempted to 
poiſon him in the Gaol, ſo that he durſt 
neither eat nor drink with them, 

At the next Afſizes, which were the 
Spring following, John, Joan, and Richard 
Perry, were by the then Judge of Afſize, 
vir B, Hyde, tried upon the Inditment of 
Murder, and pleaded thereunto ( ſeverally) 
Not Guilty ; and when YTJobn's Confeflion 
before the Juſtice was proved, Viva Yoce, by 
{ſeveral Witnefſes who heard the fame, he 
told them, He was then mad, and knew 


not what he Taid, 
'* The 
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The other two, Richard and Yoan Perry, 
ſaid, That they were wholly innocent of 
what they were accuſed; and That they 
knew nothing of Mr. Harriſon s Death, nor 
what was become of him ; and Richard 
faid, That his Brother had accuſed others, 
as well as him, to. have murdered his 
Maſter; which the Judge bidding him 
proves he ſaid, That moſt of thoſe that 

ad given Evidence againſt him knew it; 
but naming none, not any one ſpoke to 
it, and fo the Jury found them all three 
Guilty. 

Some few Days after, being brought to 
the Place of their Execution, which was on 
Broadway- Hill, within Sight of Campden, 
the Mother { being reputed a Witch, and 
. tb. have ſo bewitched her Sons, they could 
confeſs nothing while ſhe lived) .was firſt 
executed: After which, Richard being upon 
the Ladder, profeſſed, as he had done all 
along, That he was wholly innocent of the 
Fa& for which he was then to die; and 
that he knew nothing of Mr. Harriſon's 
Death, nor what was become of him ; and 
did, with great Earneſtneſs, beg and be- 
ſeech his Brother (for the Satisfaction of the 
whole World, and his own Conſcience) to de- 
Clare what he knew ccncerning him'; but he, 

with 
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with a dogged and ſurly Carriage, told the 
People, he was not obliged to confeſs to 
them ; yet, immediately before his Death, 
ſaid, He knew nothing of his Maſter's 
Death, nor what was become of him, but 
they might hereafter (poſſibly) hear, 


/ 


CY For 


For Sir Thomas Overbury, Knight. 


Honoured Sir, 


N Obedience to your Commands, I give 
you this true Account of my being car- 
ried away beyond the Seas, my Conti- 
nuance there, and Return Home. On a 
Thurſday, in the Afternoon, in Harveſt- 
time, I went to Charringworth, to demand 
Rents due to my Lady Campden, at which 
Time the Tenants were buſy in the Fields, 
and late e're they came Home, which oc- 
calioned my Stay there 'till the Cloſe ' of 
the Evening. I expeted a conſiderable 
Sum, but received only 23/. and no more. 
In my Return Home (in the narrow Paſ- 
fage among Ebrington Furzes) there met 
me one Horſeman, and ſaid, Art thou 
there? and I, fearing he would ride over 
me, ſtruck his Horſe over the Noſe; where- 
upon he ſtruck at me with his Sword 
ſeveral Blows, and run it into my Side; 
while 
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while I (with my little Cane) made my De- 
fence as well as:I could: At Jaſt another 
came behind me, and run me into the 
Thigh, laid hold on: the Collar of my 
Doublet, and drew me to a Hedge, near 
that Place; then came in another: They 
did not take my Money, but mounted me 
behind one of them, drew my Arms about 
his middle, and faſtened my Wriſts toge- 
ther with ſomething that had a Spring- 
lock to it, as I conceived, by hearing it 
give a- Snap as they put it on; then they 
threw a great Cloak over me, and car- 
ried me away : In the Night they alighted 
at a Hay-rick, which ſtood near unto a 
 Stone=-pit, by a Wall-fide, where they took 
away my Money, about two Hours before 
Day (as I heard one of them tell the other 
he thought it to be then) they tumbled me 
into the Stone-pit ; they ſtaid (as I thought) 
about an Hour at the Hay-rick, when they 
took Horſe again! ; one of them bad me 
come out of the Pit; I anſwered, they had 
my Money already.; and aſked what they 
would do with me, whereupon he ſtruck 
me again, drew me out, and put a great 
Quantity of Money in my Pockets, and 
mounted me again after the ſame Man- 
ner; and on the Friday, about Sun-ſet- 
ting, they brought me to a lone Houle 

upon 
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upona Heath, (by a Thicket of Buſhes) where 
they took me down almoſt dead, being ſore- 
ly bruiſed with the Carriage. of the Money : 
When the Woman of the Houſe ſaw that 
I could neither ſtand nor ſpeak, ſhe aſked 
them whether, or no, they had brought a 
dead Man? They anſwered, No, but a 
Friend that was hurt, and they were carry- 
ing him to a Surgeon. | She anſwered, if 
they did not make Haſte, their Friend would 
be dead before they could bring him to one. 
There they laid me on Cuſhions, and ſuf- 
fered none to come into the Room but a 
little Girl. There we ſtaid all Night, they, 
giving me ſome Broth and Strong Waters : 
In the Morning, very early, they mounted 
me as before, and on Saturday Night they 
brought me to a Place where were two or 
three Houſes, in one of which I lay all 
Night on Cuſhions by their Bed-fide: On 
Sunday Morning they carried me from 
thence, and about three or four o'Clock, 
they brought me to a Place by the Sea-ſide, 
called Dea/, where they laid me down on 
the Ground ; and one of them ſtaying by 
me, the other two walked a little off, to 
meet a Man, with whom they talked, and, 
in their Diſcourſe, I heard them mention 
ſeven Pounds:; after which they went away 


together, and about half an Hour after rc- 
turned, 
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turned. The Man (whoſe Name, as I after 
heard, was Wrenſhaw) ſaid, he feared I 
would die before he could get me on Board. 
Then preſently they put me into a Boat, 
and carried me on Ship-board, where my 
Wounds were drefſed. I remained in the 
Ship (as near as I could reckon) about fix 
Weeks, in which Time I was indifferently 
recovered of my Wounds and Weakneſs. 
Then the Maſter of the Ship came and told 
me, (and the reſt who were in the ſame 
Condition) that he diſcovered three Turkiſh 
Ships: We all offered to fight in the De- 
fence of the Ship and ourſelves, but he com- 
manded us to keep cloſe, and ſaid he would 
deal with them well enough : A little while 
after he called us up, and when we came 
on the Deck, we ſaw two Turkiſh Ships 
cloſe by us ; into one of which we were 
put, and placed in a dark Hole, where 
how long we continued before we were 
landed, 1 know not: When we were land- 
ed, they led us two Days Journey, and put 
us into a great Houſe, or Priſon, where we 
remained four Days and a half ; and then 
came to us eight Men to view us, who 
ſeemed to be Officers; they called us and 
examined us of our Trades and Callings, 
which every one anſwered : One faid he was 
a Chirurgeon ; another, that he was a Broad- 
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cloth-Weaver, and I (after two or- three 
Demands) ſaid I had ſome Skill in Phy- 
fick : We three were ſet by, and taken by 
three of thoſe eight Men that came to view 
us: It was my Chance to be choſen by a 
grave Phyſician, of eighty-ſeven Years of 
Age, who lived near to Smyrna, who had 
formerly been in England, and knew Crow- 
land.in Lincolnſhire, which he preferred be- 
fore all other Places in, England: He em- 
ployed me to keep his Still-houſe, and. gav 
me a Silver Bow], double gilt, to drink c ; 
my Buſineſs was moſt in that Place; . but 
but. once he ſet me to gather Cotton-wool, 
which I not doing to his Mind, he firuck 
me down to the Ground, and after drew-his 
Steletto to ſtab me; but I holding up. my 
Hands to him, he gave a Stamp, and turned 
from me ; for which I render Thanks to 
my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
ſtaid his 'Hand and preſerved me, I was 
there about a Year and three Quarters, and 
then my Maſter fell fick on a Thurſday, and 
ſent for me; and calling me, as he uſed, by 
the Name of Byo/l, told me he ſhould die, and 
bad me ſhift for myſelf: He died on Satur- 
day following, and I preſently haſtened with 
my Bow] to a Port almoſt a Day's Journey 
diſtant; the Way to which Place I knew, 
having been twice there employed by oy wy 
Maſter 
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Maſter about.'the Carriage of. his Cotton- 
wool: When I came thither, - I addrefied 
myſelf to. two Men who came out of a,Ship 
of Hamburgh, which (as they ſaid) was 
bound for Portugal, within three or four 
Days. I enquired of them. for an Engh/b 
Ship ; they anſwered, there was none. 
entreated them, to take me into their Ship; 
they anſwered, they durſt not, for Fear of 
being diſcovered by the Searchers, which 
might accaſion the Forfeiture, not only of 
Wn but alſo of their Lives : I was very 
doc py with them, but could not pre- 

yail ; they left me to wait on Providence, 
which at length brought another out of the 
ſame Ship, to whom I made known my 
Condition, . craving his Afliſtance for my 
Tranſportation ; It made me the like An- 
{wer as the former, and was ſtiff in his De- 
nial, till, the Sight of my Bowl put him. to 
a Pauſe : He returned to the Ship, and after 
half an Hour's Space he came back again, ac- 
companied with another Seaman, and for my 
Bowl undertook to tranſport me; but told 
me, I muſt be contented to lie down in the 
Keel, and endure much Hardſhip, which I 
was content to do, to gain my Liberty ; ſo 
they took me on Board, and placed me be- 
low in the Veſſel in a very uneaſy Place, ang 


obſcured me with Boards and other Things, 
| | D where 
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where I lay undiſcovered, notwithſtanding 
the ſtri Search that was made in the Veſ- 
ſel : My two Chapmen, who had my Bow], 
honeſtly furniſhed me with Victuals daily, 
until we arrived at £:ſbon in Portugal, where 
(as ſoon as the Maſter had left the Ship, and 
was gone into the City) they ſet me on. 
Shore moneyleſs to ſhift for myſelf. 1 
knew not what Courſe to take ; but, as Pro- 
vidence led me, I went up into the City, 
and came into a fair Street; and being weary, 
I turned my Back to a Wall, and leaned 
upon my Staff : Over-againſt me were four 
Gentlemen' diſcourſing together ; after a 
while one of them came to me, and ſpake 
to me in a Eanguage that I underſtood not : I 
told him I wasan Engh/hman, and underſtood 
not what he ſpake ; he anſwered me in plain 
Enghſh, that he underſtood me, and was 
himſelf born near W:ſbich in Lincolnſhire ; 
then I related to him my ſad Condition, and 
he taking Compaſſion'on me, took me with 
him, provided for me Lodging and Diet, 
and by his Intereſt with a Maſter of a Ship, 
bound for England, procured my Paſlage ; 
and' bringing me on Ship-board, he beſtowed 
Wine and Strong Waters on me, and at his 
Return gave me eight Stivers, and commend- 
ed me to the Care of the Maſter of the Ship, 
who landed me fafe at Dover, from whence 
I made 
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I made Shift to get to London, where being 
furniſhed with Neceſflaries, I came into the 
Country. 

'Thus, honoured Sir, I have given yau a 
true Account of my great Sufferings, and 
happy Deliverance by the Mercy and Good- 
neſs of God, my moſt gracious Father in 
Jeſus Chriſt, my Saviqur and Redeemer ; to 
whoſe Name be aſcribed all Honour, Praiſe, 
and Glory, I conclude and reſt, 


Your Worſhip's, 
In all dutiful Reſpett, 


WiLLIAM HARRISON, 


SIR, 


SIR, | F 


T has not been any Forgetfulneſs in me; 
you bave no ſoone? heard from me, but my 
' unhappy Diſtemper ſeizing on my right | 
Hand © ſoon after my coming down into the 
Country, fo that till now' I have been wholly 
deprived of the Uſe of it. IT bave herewith 
ſent you a ſhort Narrative of that no leſs 
ſtrange than unhappy Bufineſs, which ſome 
Years fince happened in my Neighbourhood ; the 
Truth of: every Particular whereof I am able 
Yo atteft, and I think it may very well be rec 
koned among the moſt remarkable Occurrences 
of this Age : You may diſpoſe of it as you 
pleaſe, and in whatever elſe 1 can ſerve you, 
you may freely command me, as, 
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Your moſt AﬀeCtionate Kinſman, 


f re 4 23 and Humble Servant, 


THo, QvERBURY. 


MANY 
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ANY queſtion the Truth of this 
| Account Mr. Harriſon gives of him« 
ſelf, and his Tranſportation, believing he 
was never out of England: But there is no 
Queſtion of Perry's telling a formal falſe 
Story to hang himſelf, his Mother, and his 
Brother: And ſince this, of which we 
are aſſured, is no leſs incredible than that 
of. which we ' doubt, it may induce us to 
ſuſpend hard Thoughts of Mr. Harriſon, 
?till Time, the great Diſcoverer of Truth, 
ſhall bring to Light this dark and myſterious 
Buſineſs. That Mr. Harriſon was abſent 
from his Habitation, Employment, and Re- 
lations, near two Years, 1s certain; and, if 
not carried away, (as he affirms) no pro- 
bable Reaſon can be given for his Abſence ; 
he living plentifully and happily in the Ser- 
vice of that honourable Family, to which 
' he had been then related above fifty Years, 
with the Reputation of a juſt and faithful 
Servant; and, having all his Days been a 
Man of ſober Life and Converſation, cannot 
now reaſonably be thought, in his Old-age, 
ſo far to have miſbehaved himſeF, as in 
ſuch a Manner voluntarily to have forſaken 


his 
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his Wife, his Children, and his Stewarg=- 
ſhip, and to leave behind him (as he then 
did) a conſiderable Sum of his Lady's 
Money in his Houſe, We cannot there- 

fore, 'in -Reaſon and Charity, but believe 
that Mr. Harriſon was forcibly carried away; 
but by whom, or by whoſe Procurement, 
is the Queſtion. - Thoſe whom he affirms 
did it, he withal affirms never before to 
have ſeen; and that he ſaw not his Servant 
Perry, nor his Mother, nor his Brother, 
the Evening he was carried away. That 
he was ſpirited (as ſome are ſaid to have 


been) is no ways probable, in reſpet he 


. was an -old and infirm Man, and taken 
from-the moſt inland Part of the Nation : 
And: if fold, as himſelf apprehends he was, 
for ſeven Pounds, that would not recom- 
pence the Trouble and Charge of his Con- 
Veyance to the Sea Side, 

Some therefore have had hard Thoughts 
of his eldeſt Son, not knowing whom elſe 
to ſuſpe&t; and believe the Hopes of the 
Stewardſhip, .which he afterwards (by the 
Lord Campden's Favour) enjoyed, might in- 
duce him to contrive his Father's Removal ; 
and this they are the more confirmed in 
from his Miſbehaviour in it: But, on the 
other Side, 'tis hard to think the Son ſhould 


be knowing of his Father's Tranſportation . 


and, 
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and, conſequently, of theſe unhappy Pere 
ſons' Innocency, as ta the Murder of him, 
and yet proſecute them to Death, as he 
did; and, when condemned, ſhould be the 
Occafion of their being conveyed above 
twenty Miles, to ſuffer near Campaen, and - 
to procure John Perry to be there hanged . 
in Chains, where he might daily ſee him; 
and himſelf to ſtand at.ghe Foot of the 
Ladder, when they were all executed, .as 
likewiſe he did. | 

Theſe Conſiderations, as they make it 
improbable the Son ſhould be privy to his 
Father's Tranſportation, ſo they render the 
whole Matter the more dark and myſterious; 
which we muſt therefore leave unto Him 
who alone knoweth all Things, in His due 
Time, to reveal and bring to Light. 


